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Initiation of the Great War 
The assassination on 28th June 1914 of the 
heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne: Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand; led to a chain of events that 
culminated in Britain declaring war on 
Germany on 4th August 1914. Thus began The 
Great War that is now commonly called 'The 
First World War'. The Union of South Africa, 
as part of the British Empire, was soon 
involved in this conflict. 
Formation of the Union of South Africa 
South Africa, with its mineral riches, had 
been fiercely fought over during the late 
Nineteenth Century, with the Zulu Wars and, 
later, the two Anglo-Boer Wars. The Anglo-
Boer War of 1899-1902 had culminated in the 
Treaty of Vereeniging of 31st May 1902. 
Following further negotiations, the Union of 
South Africa was established on 31st May 
1910 as a dominium of the British Empire, 
under the leadership of General Louis Botha. 
Two years later, in 1912, the Union Defence 
Force was established with J. C. Smuts as 
Minister of Defence. 
The role of South Africa in the Great War 
During August 1914 the Union of South 
Africa informed Britain that it would take 
responsibility for its own land defence, 
thereby releasing the British garrison from 
that obligation. The Union Defence Force then 
consisted of about 2,500 mounted troops and 
about 25,000 regimental troops. 
Before South Africa could join Britain in 
its war against Germany, parliamentary 
approval had to be obtained. That was done 
in early September 1914 and on 14th 
September South Africa entered the war. 
Before the month was out, at Britain's 
request, South Africa launched an attack on 
German South West Africa (now known as 
Namibia). The German administration there 
capitulated in July 1915. That freed South 
African troops for action against German 
East Africa (now known as Tanzania), in 
which some 25,000 were deployed. 
During July 1915 a South African Overseas 
Expeditionary Force was established for 
action in Europe. The first regiments left for 
Britain in August, but were diverted to Egypt 
in support of the British Egyptian garrison. In 
April 1916 they left for Marseille for training 
for the planned Somme offensive. 
Subsequently South African troops fought 
with distinction in some of the fiercest battles 
in France and Flanders, including Delville 
Wood, Ypres and Passchendaele, where they 
took heavy casualties. 
against the Turks, especially at the Battle of 
Square Hill. The Great War ended with the 
Armistice of 11th November 1918, although 
the Cape Corps was not sent home until 
September 1919. 
The Great War took a terrible toll of South 
African lives, and some 12,500 were killed, 
including as many as 324 men from the Parish 
ofGreyvi lle, Durban, many of whom were 
killed at the Battle of Delville Wood. Other 
parishes also suffered severely. 
Bells as war memorials 
Four days after the Armistice, the 
Mayoress of Cape Town (Anna E. Thorne) 
suggested that a carillon should be installed 
in the tower of City Hall as a peace-offering 
from the women of the City. She wrote: 
'no more fitting memorial of the termination 
of the Great War could be instituted in the 
city of Cape Town than the provision of a 
carillon in the tower of the City Hall 
buildings. Flanders, the scene of the late 
terrible conflict, has been for centuries past 
famous for its wonderful carillons: some of 
these have been ruthlessly destroyed by the 
Germans ... The bells can be cast as memorial 
bells, enriched with inscriptions 
commemorating the names of those who 
have fallen in the great cause ... the tunes and 
chimes [of the carillon] could be a perpetual 
reminder of the noble sons of the city who 
have made the great sacrifice for the peace 
and liberty of the world. ' 
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One of the clock bells cast by Taylors in 1905 
that is incorporated as Bell 10 of the carillon 
(Photo: JefTeugels) 
Elsewhere in South Africa ringing bells 
were installed in Greyville (Durban) and at 
Queenstown (Eastern Cape) as memorials to 
those who had died in the Great War. A clock 
tower with three bells, intended to be part of a 
projected ring of six, was also built, and the 
clock and bells installed, at St Andrew's 
College, Graharnstown (Eastern Cape). 
Towers were also built as war memorials, and 
bells hung, in other schools. 
The Cape Town Carillon 
The City Hall in Cape Town was built in 
1905, facing The Parade where the troops 
who were first billeted at The Castle in the 
latel600s, were drilled. (Cape Town was 
founded in 1652, when Jan van Riebeeck 
took possession of the 'Cape Outpost' in the 
names of the United East India Company 
and the States General of the United 
Netherlands. The Castle was built between 
1666 and 1679.) 
During 1904 a proposal was made to the 
City of Cape Town that a chime of twelve 
In April 1918 the Cape Corps, who had 
been active in East Africa until December 
1917, were shipped to Port Suez before being 
sent to the Palestine front. They there formed 
part of the !60th Brigade and saw action 
The City Hall, Cape Town, home of the 37-bell Great (191 4-18) War Memorial Carillon, 
cast by John Taylor and Co. (Photo: Tertius de Wet) 
May 23,2014 
bells, plus a chiming machine, be installed in 
The City Hall when it was built. John Taylor, 
the Loughborough bell founder, quoted for the 
bells, but only five bells were ordered, as a 
clock chime to sound the Westminster 
Quarters and the hour. These bells were cast in 
1905 and, with a clock, were installed in The 
City Hall. 
Following Mrs Thome's suggestion of 
1918: that a Great War memorial carillon be 
installed in City Hall; a meeting attended by 
about 40 ladies took place on 18th November 
that year and The Carillon Fund was 
launched. A bank account was opened at the 
Standard Bank of South Africa and the 
carillon project became known as The 
Women~· War Memorial. 
The carillon project rapidly became more 
than a Cape Town memorial, and the Rhodes 
Trustees, Cape Town Municipality, The Cape 
Town War Memorial Committee, Mayor and 
Mayoress Thome, the Women's Carillon Fund, 
the Mayor and Mayoress of 1920-22 
(Councillor W. C. and Mrs Gardener), the 
Cape Corps Memorial Fund, the Earl Haig 
Reception Committee, The Victoria League, 
and an anonymous donor, contributed to 
the project. 
By 1922 sufficient funds were in hand to 
seek quotations for the carillon. Taylors 
suggested that the existing five bells be 
included in the carillon and were given an 
order for nine more bells. They are now 
numbers 7, 8, 9, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19 and 20 of 
the present (2014) instrument. In 1923 nine 
further bells were ordered. They are now bells 
1, 4, 11, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 of the 
carillon. Twelve smaller bells were ordered in 
1924 (bells 26-37 of the current carillon) to 
produce, with the already ordered bells, and 
with bells 2 and 6 that were also cast in 1924, 
an instrument of 37 bells. Two further non-
memorial bells, numbers 38 and 39 of the 
The Cape Town Municipality bell: Bell 2 of 
the carillon, cast with the names of the 32 
Municipal staff who gave their lives in the 
Great War (Photo: University of Cape Town 
library, Finch Collection, Map G5) 
present instrument, were added in 1953 at the 
request of the City Carillonneur at that time 
(Jacq G. Vermaak). 
The memorial bells, from largest ( I) to 
smallest (37), were named (the list here is 
somewhat abbreviated): 
RHODES; CAPE TOWN MUNICIPALITY 
(which bore the names of 32 municipal staff: 
'WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE 
GREAT WAR .. ); un-named, one of the 1905 
clock-chime bells; DELVTLLE WOOD; 
another 1905 clock bell; ... TO THE 
IMMORTAL HONOUR OF SOUTH 
AFRICANS WHO MADE THE SUPREME 
SACRIFICE ... ; 00. IN MEMORY OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICANS WHO FELL ... ; 
00. GRATITUDE; 00. PEACE-
THANKSGIVING ... ; 1905 clock bell; 
VICTORIA LEAGUE . .. ; 1905 clock bell; 
EARL HAIG ... ; 1905 clock bell; 
JUTLAND ... ; JAN C. SMUTS ... ; 
UNION ... ; EGYPT 1916; 
LOUIS BOTHA 00.; PAX oo.; 
000 EAST AFRICA; 000 DAMARALAND 00.; 
1ST CAPE CORPS PALESTINE ... ; 
00. MARRIERES WOOD ... ; ... 
MESOPOTAMIA; ... LE CATEAU; 
... MENIN ROAD; . .. YPRES; 
... ARMENTIERS; .. . SORREL-LE-GRAND; 
... AMIENS; .. . PASSCHENDAELE; 
.. . MESSINES; ... ARRAS; 00 . 
WARLENCOURT; ... LONGUEVAL; 
... BEAUR.EVOIR. 
The bells vary in weight from 2409.83 kg 
to 12.7 kg, and the Nominals, as recently 
measured, from 5 13 Hz to 4097 Hz. They are 
hung in three main tiers, with the two small 
bells added in 1953 inserted between the top 
and middle tier. The heaviest bells, 1-8, hang 
in the bottom tier; bells 9-19 in the middle 
tier; and the lightest bells: 20-3 7 on the 
top tier. 
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The bells were apparently installed by 
local labour. Cooper, Gill & Tompkins (Pty) 
Ltd, a firm that had been founded in Cape 
Town in 1902 and who were essentially 
organ builders and tuners, were appointed for 
the upkeep of the carillon. They looked after 
it until about 1946. 
Subsequently the carillon seems to have 
been looked after (in as much as it was) by 
Cape Organ Builders, a company founded by 
Jimmy Riadore, a former employee of Cooper, 
Gill & Tompkins. Jimmy was a bell ringer at 
both towers with change-ringing bells in 
Cape Town, as well as being an organ builder. 
His firm had the contract to wind the City Hall 
clock when Municipal staff were unavailable 
to do so, which enabled Jimmy to do some 
maintenance on the carillon and to play it 
occasionally until his death in 2011. 
The carillon was inaugurated on 30th April 
1925 when the Prince of Wales visited Cape 
Town. The carilloneur on that occasion was 
Anton Brees of Antwerp (1897-1967). His 
visit was arranged by Taylors. The programme 
started with the hymn: 0 God our help in ages 
past; and ended with; The Last Rose of 
Summer. Brees gave two further concerts, each 
of which ended with: God Save the King. 
Brees trained Cape Town born Jan Luyt Jr as 
carilloneur, and Luyt remained in that position 
until replaced by Jacq G Vermaak. 
There is no official carilloneur at Cape 
Town in 2014, but the bells were played for 
the release from prison ofNelson Mandela on 
11th February 1990 and were listened to with 
great joy. The carillon, which has been 
neglected for many years, is now (2014) in 
need of maintenance and restoration. 
The ringing bells at 
St Mary's, Greyville, Durban 
As already stated, 324 men of Greyville 
parish were killed in the Great War, many at 
The top tier of bells in the carillon, plus the two bells that were cast in 1953 and added to the 
instrument. They hang between the top and middle tiers of bells (Photo: Tertius de Wet, 20 12) 
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St Marys Church, Greyville, Durban. 
The tower and ring of ten bells are memorials 
to the 324 men of the parish who lost their 
lives in the Great War, many at the Bailie of 
De/ville Wood (From Lewis, 2008) 
the Battle ofDelville Wood. StMary's church 
was designed by Sir Herbert Baker and, minus 
the tower, completed in 1912. The tower was 
subsequently designed by F. L. H. Fleming 
and built as a memorial to those of the parish 
who died in the Great War. Sir Charles Smith, 
the sugar magnate, completed the memorial by 
donating a ring of ten bells in memory of his 
mother, Emma Smith. 
The bells ' bear the names of great men and 
great deeds' , as follows: 
(1) The Old Contemptibles, 1914; (2) 
Botha, S. W. A., 1915; (3) Edith Cavell, 1915; 
(4) Smuts, E. A., 1916; (5) Jellicoe, Jutland, 
1916; (6) Kitchener, 1916; (7) Delville Wood, 
1916; (8) Allenby, Jerusalem, 1917; (9) Haig, 
Armistice, 1918; (10) Foch, Peace, 1919. The 
frame was made locally, in Durban. 
The bells were hung under the guidance of 
The Revd G. Ridout, who had rung a number 
of peals while up at Cambridge. In 1906 he 
emigrated to South Africa, initially as curate 
of St Mary's Church (now the cathedral) in 
Johannesburg. Ridout, although still based in 
Johannesburg, holidayed in Durban so that he 
could ensure that Greyville bells were 
hung properly. 
Greyville bells were first rung open on 20th 
March 1921. They have been rung on many 
occasions since then in memory of those of 
the parish who gave their lives in the Great 
War. On 13th July 1991 two veterans of that 
war, the Mayor of Durban, the Incumbent of 
St Paul's, Eric Webster, and a bugler, met the 
band at a short but moving ceremony prior to 
the first peal of Royal in South Africa being 
rung on the bells. 
The Queenstown project 
William Coulson Tregarthen, who had been 
born in the Scilly Isles and emigrated to South 
Africa in 1878, was resident in Queenstown 
during the Great War. He envisaged that a ring 
of eight bells should be installed in the central 
tower of St Michael and All Angels' Church as 
a fitting memorial TO OUR BRAVE MEN 
1914-1918, and that inscription was cast on 
the tenor, weighing 26-1-2, that Taylors cast 
St Michael and All Angels' Queenstown, (now 
the Cathedral of the Diocese of Ukhahlamba). 
The central tower is home to two bells cast by 
Taylors in honour of men of the Queenstown 
district who made the supreme sacrifice in the 
Great War (Photo: Edric Russell) 
for the church in 1923. Taylors also cast the 
treble of the projected ring. Although both 
bells are still rung full-circle, no further bells 
have been forthcoming. 
Laith Reynolds recently generously offered 
to donate five bells, with their ringing fittings. 
They, using the existing treble as tenor, will 
form a ring of six with a tenor of 5-0-24. 
The offer was contingent on the church 
installing the extra frame-work needed for 
these bells. That was done in June 2011, 
and the bells are eagerly awaited. 
Lifting a part into Queenstown tower, June 
2011, to provide the extra frame-work needed 
for the five bells promised by Laith Reynolds 
so as to provide, with the bells already in the 
towe1; a ring of six and a bourdon bell 
(Photo: Colin A. Lewis) 
The clock tower and bells of 
St Andrew's College, Grahamstown 
St Andrew's College in Graharnstown built 
a clock tower, complete with clock, frame and 
three of an intended ring of six bells, as a 
memorial to the Old Boys who lost their lives 
in the Great War: their names are listed on 
tablets inside the base of the tower. Sadly, 
little over two decades later, further names 
were added as a result of the Second World 
War. Although plans were afoot at the start of 
the present millennium to add the missing 
three bells, this has not been done. 
Other school tower and bell memorials 
A number of other schools in South Africa 
have also built Great War memorial towers 
and installed clocks and bells, but none 
appears to have envisaged hanging a complete 
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ring of bells. At Bishops Diocesan College in 
Ronde bosch, a suburb of Cape Town, for 
example, the War Memorial Chapel was built 
in 1926 and bells installed in its tower, in 
memory ofthe 110 Old Boys who were killed 
in the Great War. The bells are sounded each 
day by boys of the College, but do not form a 
complete ring. 
The racial aspect of bell memorials 
When the Defence Act was passed in 1912, 
no provision was made for the arming of 
Black troops. Nevertheless, many South 
African Blacks served in non-combative roles 
during the Great War. In 1917 the Mendi, a 
troopship carrying many Blacks to Europe 
from South Africa for non-combative service, 
was sunk. 615 lost their lives. There is no 
mention of the contribution of the Black 
population, or of their sacrifice, on any bell 
of the Cape Town carillon or on any other 
bell in South Africa that is known to the 
authors. There are, however, memorial 
plaques on the Mowbray Campus of the 
University of Cape Town, as well as in 
England and at Delville Wood. 
Conclusion 
The contribution of South Africa to the 
allied cause in the Great War, and the sacrifice 
of so many lives of the White and Coloured 
populations, is memorialised on bells of the 
Cape Town carillon, on ringing, and on clock 
and other bells. The contribution of the Black 
population awaits recognition. 
Restoration of the Cape Town carillon so 
that it can again be played effectively, would 
be a fitting memorial to those who lost their 
lives in the non-combative roles that were 
open to the majority population of South 
Africa. Completion of the ring at what is now 
Queenstown cathedral would also be a fitting 
tribute to the bravery and unstinting service of 
so many South Africans during the Great War. 
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